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By Gary Arnold 


Tho f Armerican Filia Institute’s divee- 
tor canceled yesterday the scheduled 
showing of a new Cosia-Gavras meio- 
drama about political kicnapping and 
assassination in a South American 
country as “an Inappropriate choice” 
for AFPs opening series at the Ixen- 
nedy Genter. 

In a prepared siatement, Georce 
Stevens Jr. deseribed the noled direc: 


tors “Stale of Siege’ as a “hilm ena 
rationulizes an aet of political assas 


sinetion” and said it is thi us Suncesipa- 
tle” to he the Jiret nese film shown 
at APMs new home in the memorial to 
President doh i. Nomueds. 

The new theeter opens ‘Laesday, 
Apri, 3, and “State of Siege’ had 
been seheduled for a sincle showing 
on ‘Ehuredey, April 5. Phe vila will 
open the following Gay et ine Outer 
Circle and i Tuee#icers in Norlhwest 
Washington. 

Setar Ms had boen scheduled te 
appear at the Ati Un tar. die aud the 
screenwriter, Franco Solimas, 
are still expected to be in Weehington 
next weekend to help faunen the car. 
mercial openings, 

Donald Ruceti. president of Cincma 
5 Lith, the co-producer and American 
distributor of “State cf si 
conipeny alsa distrilwed 
pas ° 20°), Lesoondled to the 
cisiaa by savin, “We a 
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AFI director. 

Costa-Gavras, born Greek 
but a Freneh citizen since 
the mi@’ids, has directed 
two other controversial pa- 
litical melodramas, “Z" and 
“The Confession.” 

One of the great erltieal 
and popular successes of re- 
cent years, “4” dealt with 
the assassination of a paci- 
fist politician by members 
of a right-wing conspirato- 
rial group, Based on a novel 
which dramatized an inci: 
dent in Salonika in 1963, the 
film was banned in the di- 
rector’s native Greece. 

“The Confession,’ which 
dealt with a Sts slinist purge 


of Cvech Conmutunist Party 
atficials in the early ‘SOs, 
was banned in every East- 


ern Furopean 
cept Yugoslavia. 
“State of Giege” 4s one of 
several naw agen be- 
ing previewed st the AIT 
theater ng aes of jae Mau 
gural series. According to 
an Hucontnto, R ichard isin, 
API director Stevens had 
heen aware of “the gencral 
nature’ of the subiect mat- 
ter of “Gtele af Giese” but 
became Gisturbed by the 
possible implicetions of a 
showing at the Kennedy 
Center when he read a re- 
view of the films, which has 
opened in Peis, in the over: 
seas edition of iwewsweck, 
Stevens finally saw the 
film in Washington last Sat- 
urday and decided it should 
not be shown at the NKen- 
nedy Center, According to 
Klein, iis deeision was sup- 
ported uuanimoausivy by tie 
executive coiarmiitee of the 
AFI board of trustees, but it 
vas not-cleag iv auy of them 
had also scen the win. 
“State of Giese,” made on 
Jocation in ed around Gan- 
tiaso, Chile, is deseribed as 
a dramatization ef @ kidnap- 
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“State of Sieze” in 1972 was 
being severely criticized by 
both the Communist Party 
and oo right-wing press in 
Chile. For example, a Com- 
Inunist masezine accused 
Costa-Gavras of making a 
hero of the Mitrione ficure, 
whois called Philip Michael 
Santori and piaved: by 
French ectar Yros Montand 
in the film, and of approv- 
tng af Tupamsro. terrorist 
techniques, thereby campli- 
cationg Chiicen relations 
with Druguay. 

Costa-Gavras denied all 
such accusations: “lhe Com- 
munists have attacked us 


for being too easy on him. 
Vhoy wanted a dack Palance 
character, With a sear... 
the azgressive ugly Ameri- 
cen, But things are not that 
way... AMlany of the advis- 
ers to the developing coun- 
tries’ ate very streightfor 
ward, ut it is the very fact 
of their presence--the pov- 
ernment can use for its own 
ey aaa what a sincere 
man sends back.” 

In hls 3 statement Stevens 
anticipated the charge of 
censorsiip leveled at him by 
Cinema db. “T am aware,” he 
said, “that it may be sug. 
pested that this renresents 
eonsorship. Tut this js rot 
censorship because the film 
js Scheduled to appear very 
soon jn Weehtuston and 
elsewhere ground the coun 
tev. Lhe Arserican public 
will have a Gall opportunity 
to see it. 

But, “The coming of the 
new film theater retresenia 
to us a very specinl time in a 
very speci place, and this 
has lod me... ta Make this 
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tha result of 
political pressure and temer- 
ity. According tu the distrih- 
utor, “The fila does not, 
cvutrary to the AFL ollera- 
tion, ratiangdive velities! a 
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Kline safd the AFI would 
“stick by the phrace ‘ration- 
alize political avsussination.’ 
That's simply what we be- 
lieve it does. As for invil- 
ing Richard Nixon, ves, he 
has been invited to attend a 
dinner honoriny John Ford. 
It's not often that the Presi- 
dent attends movie industry 
events, and we're extremely 
pleased that he'a coming,” 
A survey of several diree- 
tors whose works are also 
included in the onening se. 
ries revealed a general feel. 
ing of coneern. Jan Troell, 
Ed Emshwiller and Jonas 
Mekas expressed concern 
about the possibility of cen- 
sorship preeedents being es- 
tablished at the AFI theater 
and said they would have to 
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contemmplite Stevens’ deci- 
sion and study the state. 


ments from both sides be. 
fore formulating a personal 
response. 

The management of the 
AIT theater also announced 
that the scheduled showing 
of “Stata of Sieve’ woulc 
he replacre iby a showing of 
“TeArmouwe Fou? a i4-hour 
French melodrama that re- 
teed hud an abbreviated 
enageinent of tivo days at a 
ae art-house, All 224 tiehk- 
ets had heen sold “out, and 
those holding ticke for 
“State of Giese’ ney attend 
“TAmour ow? cr get their 
money back. : 
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